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Colombia says she desires peace. If
she don't, we have some more battleships
and marines we can start down that way.

Great Scott! If we should have been
field responsible for all the other hair-
trigger revolutions in South America. Yet
jre were.just as bard.

Senator Tillman is much concerned
about the "National honor." We art-

rather carious to know what any Tillman
means by "honor."

Middleport Post, 12T», Middleport. Ohio,
contributes $2 to the Stephenson Memorial
Monument Fund, which has been sent to
Gen. Louis Wagner, Treasurer of the Fund.

The Southern papers are saying: "Of
course, Gorman made an awful mistake
about Panama, but years ago he saved us

from the manacles of the Force Bill. Let's
remember that."

Veal feasts are being spread at a num¬

ber of places in the country to induce the
Democratic prodigals to return, but some¬

how the house of their fathers will per¬
sist in not taking on a homey look.

Of course, our marines need relief from^
the tiresome and unhealthy confinement on

shipboard. We notice with pleasure that
the places chosen for their open-air exercise
and recreation all command paths in lead¬
ing from Colombia into Panama. ,

The instructions of the Southern Legis¬
latures to their Senators leave Senator
Gorman and the New York Evening Post
about the only parties in the conntry re¬

fusing to recognize the Republic of Pan¬
ama.

Santo Domingo officials keep on ex¬

plaining that they do not want to be an¬

nexed to the United States. Certainly not.
We have stringsnt laws here against rob¬
bery, murder, arson and disturbance of the
peace.

Senator Newlands is sore that the
National conscience is in a very diseased
condition, and needs the tonic of true
Democratic principles. , Very well; get the
Deawcrats to agree upon what are their
principles, and then make up the prescrip¬
tion.

In 1850 there were bat 9,021 miles of
railroad in operation in the United State*,
last year there were 203,132 miles, or
more than 20 times as many. This mar¬
velous extension of the railroad system was
directly the resnlt of the unification of the
country, secured by four years' battling
by its citizen-soldiers.

In 1SG0 the total value of our manu¬
factures was less than $2^)00,000,000. Last
year they exceeded $13,000,000,000. This
wonderful increase was d'ie to the fact
that a united country was secured at
Appomattox, and full piay given to every
man's energies in the way of industries, in¬
stead of having to maintain civil war
among a number of disjointed States.

We have been accustomed to hear
newspapers of the New York Evening Post
type and the Boston "organs of culchuah,"
constantly sneering at our diplomacy as
beneath contempt when it came in con¬
tact with the trained and cultivated Euro¬
pean type. It is very gratifying, there¬
fore, to see European papers of the highest
standing discussing American diplomacy in
a way in which the following from the
Leipsic "Grenzboten" is a specimen:

"In Roosevelt, European diplomacy ha*
met its master.. lie is the type of advanc¬
ing Americanism, as clever as he is un¬
scrupulous, as powerful as he is sly."

The statistical bulletin of the Depart¬
ment of Commerce and Labor gives a most
astonishing picture of the progress of the
United States since the close of the war.
The population has increased from 32,000,-
000 to over 80,000,000. The wealth has
increased from $7,000,000,000 in 1850, to
over $100,000,000,000 in 1903. The per
capita wealth has grown very much faster
than the population, as it was only $307
per head in 1860, while in 1900 it was
$1,235 per head, and is probably about
$1,500 per head now. In 1870 the Na¬
tional debt amounted to $00.46 per head,
while in 1908 it was only $11.51, The
interest upon the debt in 1870 amounted
to $3j06 per head, while now it is $L32.
All this was the direct result of the sacri¬
fices and valor of the soldiers of the coon-
try, and what a slender return is a service
pension bill of $12 per month to every
man who aided in securing this stupendous
result!

. . »

After all. the most astonishing growth
of our foreign trade is with Canada. In
10 years the imports from the Dominion
have leaped up from $34,492,332 in 1893
to $55,000,000 in 1903. Our exports to
Canada have increased in far greater pro¬
portion ; that is from $57,121,178 in
1893 to $131,000,000 in 1903. Therefore,
while our imports have increased nearly
50 per cent., our exports have increased
about 125 per cent. Our largest import
from Canada is lumber, of which jre took
last year nearly $14,000,000, or nearly 28
per cent, of the whole. We get nearly
$2,000,000 worth of hides, skins and other
fan; $1,000,000 of nickel, and $2,769,180
of fish. Our principal exports to Canada
are iron and steel, of which we sold her
last year nearly $25^000,000, and over
$16,000,000 of coal, with $4,022,772 of
agricultural implements, and $3,682,217
gf farm animals*

THE SIMPLE JUSTICE OP A SEEVICE
PEKSIDH.

Iu its dire need for money, the Govern¬
ment could make scarcely any return to the
men whom it called to its rescue. It sore¬

ly ueeded every cent that it could get to

pay for their food, clothing, and ammuni¬
tion; to equip battleships, and to pay
principal and interest upon the money it
had already borrowed. It appealed to its
sons to sacrifice everything in order to save
it. and to look to its justice and gratitude
a fterward.
As the war progressed, and the greater

number of the active wage-earners of the
country entered the army in response to
the Nation's call, the sacrifices they made
became very much greater.

Before the war 4he wages for unskilled
labor were from 50 cents to 7.> cents a day,
and the men of this class who went into
the army at $11 per month, receiving there¬
with food, clothing, lodging, and medical
attendance, did about as well, if not a lit¬
tle better, than if they had stayed at
home and worked on the farm or a railroad
snide. In fact, this was the basis upon
which the pay of the army was arranged.
Therefore, in accepting this pay, the volun¬
teers at the outset had to make a great
descent from the rewards they received at
home for their work. A very large pro-
l*>rtion of them were skilled laborers, re¬

ceiving high wages. Those who were farm¬
ers were equally skilled laborers, and
ranked with mechanics, artisans, superin¬
tendents and professional men, for they
were managing their own farms, from
which they received profits and emolu¬
ments greatly exceeding those paid to the
average "hired hand."
Even in those days of small incomes

theirs ranged from $i«>0 to !*3,000 a year,
which would be equivalent to double that
amount to-day. All this they gave up in
order to enter the army. As the war

progressed the wage-earners became scarc¬
er. Those who resisted the Nation's im¬
portunities and remained at home got an
enormous increment, for wages went up
by leaps and bounds. A skilled mechanic,
who would have done well to work for $1.50
per day in 1660. turned up his nose at less
than $3 in 1863, and was presently receiv¬
ing $5 a day in 1865. .

It was the same with farmers. Where
a farmer was glad to sell his wheat for
$1 a bushel in 1850. lie wanted about $3
a bushel in 1865. Some of it actually
sold for $3.45. Wool had been 27 cents
per pound; it became 80. Mess pork sold
for $14.60 a barrel in 1859. It brought
$43.25 in 1864. Corn was worth 48 cents
a bushel in New York in 1861, and $1.97
iu 1864. Mess beef sold as low as $4.50
a barrel in New York in 1860, and at the
close of the war brought $28. Butter sold
as low as 8 cents a pound in 1861, but
brought 60 cents at the close of .the war.
Oats sold in New York for 30 cents a

bushel in 1860, and for $1.02 at the close
of the war.

In the meanwhile the money in which
the volunteers were paid went down nearly
as rapidly as the home wages went up. In
1861 the pay of the private soldier was

raised to-$13 per month, but the deprecia¬
tion of the greenback in which he was paid
soon reduced this value to $11. Goftg*ess
made a feeble effort to adjust matters in
18»»4 by raising the pay to $16 per month,
but as the greenback fell during the year
to 38 cents, this did not represent more
than $6 of actual value.
Thi3 burden of the difference between the

wages the volunteers would have received
at home and what they actually^ received
in the army, amounted to billions of dollars,
and was borne wholly by the soldiers
who were fighting the battles of'the Union.
It amounted to even much more than the
money which the bondholders lent to the
Government to carry on the war. That is,
where the bondholders lent money to the
GovettiuWnt,tJTejr were eventually paid
bae*r-4ene or five, possibly six, times their
leadmoet-"while the men who enlisted to
fight the battles of the Union made mone¬
tary sacrifices incomparably greater than
was represented by the actual lending*? of
the moneyed men, and they received back
nothing. In making this statement it must
be borne in mind that the amount paid
for pensions is no offset whatever. The
pensions are paid in consequence of a con¬

tract. allowing for the physical impair¬
ments which the soldiers received while in
the service. No account is taken of the
financial sacrifices made by every man who
left a farm, a xjiop, an office, or a work¬
bench to entr;r the army.
We have beard much of the big boun¬

ties paid to induce enlistments. As a

matter of actual and indisputable fact
these bounties were paid to a very small
proportion of the men who enlisted. . The
great body of the volunteers got nothing
beyond the $100 bounty offered by the
Government.

It may be well to reproduce here a table
[which we have before given of what the
average private soldier actually received
for his three years' service;
Eighteen months pay at $13 per
month $234.00

I Eighteen months pay at $16 per
month 288.00

Three years clothing, at $42.50 a
year x£iSA)

Three years' rations, at .25 per
day ......

Bounty »....»««. 100.00
Additional bounty 100.00

iTotal .$1,082.50
As every man,who entered the army was

officially certified to by the Surgeon as
young, vigorous, and in perfect physical
condition, he would have earned the highest
wages bad he remained at home. His
(wages or ether return would have run all
I the way from $2 to $6 and $8 a day. If
we place the average so low as $2.50 a
day, he would be receiving 12,78750 forIfeis three yearn* work, or nearly treble
what the Government paid him.

| 'As this immense burden of sacrificedI wages and opportunities waa borne exclu¬
sively by the something over 2,000,000 in¬
dividual soldiers who served at various
periods during the war, with the remaining
20,000,000 of their loyal fellow citizens
sharing none of it* it la hot the simplest
justice that some c««npensation should beI now made to them, and the service pension
bill, which is the simplest and most direct
form of that compensation, is not so much
a question of sentiment or patriotism as It
is of actual but tardy justice to the men
who bore the heat and burden of the bat¬
tle tot the salvation of the Union. It

I comes in the nature of salvage for th$ res¬
cue of the country.I Thetfe should be no question about the
passage of this measure merely as the pay-
ment of a jest and honorable debt to a setJ of creditors who had to be denied In the
Nation's hour of poverty and distress thatI which was so properly due them.

The Czar Is troubled with insomnia.
Is that any excuse for making China and
rJapan irslk the fleer I -

THE DISINTEGRATION OF COLOMBIA.
The sot unexpected news comes that

Colombia is on the point of actual break¬
ing up, and that the people of the various
divisions of the country have become so dis¬
gusted with the spoliations and exactions
of the corrupt fang which happens to be
in power at Bogota, that they are making
ready to withdraw from all connection with
the central Government. From the very
first, Colombia has been a loose-jointed
affair, and difficult to keep together. The
Spanish had the whole northern part of
South America under one administration
with the title of the Vice-Royalty of New
Granada, and headquarters at Bogota.

Bolivarhada hard time keeping the coun¬

try together in its struggle forindependence,
and coincident with the war with Spain
were smaller wars with leaders of different
sections. The Republic of Colombia, wflfch
he established in 1819, only lasted 10 years,
when it was broken by the secession of
Venezuela, and next year Equador seceded.
At one time or another most of the prov¬
inces have declared their independence of
the central Government, and the last was

Panama's second withdrawal. At first tbe
federal form of the United States Govern
ment was adopted with States Rights in
each of the several divisions, but this out¬
lasted a few years, when the Government
was remodeled, and the States reduced to

provinces, with the Governors appointed
from Bogota, and everything put in the
hands of the central "ring."
As the only object of this "ring" was

to sweep in all the money that it could
before being turned out of power by a

counter-revolution, there was no pretence
of fairness or justice in the governing of
the various provinces, and, as in the case
of Fanama, not a dollar of tbe monev

wrung from them was returned to be ex¬

pended for their benefit, A more vicious
regime could not be imagined outside of
Turkey, and the only wonder is that the
people of the important cities and prov¬
inces endured it as long as they have.
A large proportion of the talk about war

against Panama and the United States was

intended to distract the people's attention
from their misgovernment and to make the
cloak of patriotism conceal the high-hand¬
ed robbery to which they have been sub-'
jected.

INCREASE IN SAVINGS.
All thinking men know that the best

and surest indication of the increased pros¬
perity of the country is afforded by tbe
volume of deposits in the savings banks.
These are the surplus of wages above
what it costs the working men to support
themselves and families in comfort and
satisfaction. The workingman is the very
foundation of the Nation, and upon his
well-being depends that of every other mem¬
ber of the community. Twenty years ago,
in 1883, the savings banks were in the most

gratifying condition, since they had depos¬
itors to the number of 2,870,438, showing
that a very large proportion of the pr<Jc,|
ducers of the country were thrifty and
forehanded, and were receiving in wages
more than was required to support them¬
selves in decent comfort. They had "at
that time the astonishing amount of
$1,024,856,787 deposited in the savings
banks in the country, and this was the
largest fund of money in the United States.

In the 20 years since then the numbef j
of these depositors has increased to
7,305,228, or more than double what it
was 20 years ago. As each of these depos¬
itors probably represents a family jtf five,
they represent nearly 37,000,000 of the
population, or almost half, and their de¬
posits are increased at a still greater ra¬

tio, the aggregate sum being $2,935,204,845.
This is more money than there is in the
whole counter to-day, and it is about five
times the astonishing -accumulation of
money in the United States Treasury,
which is the greatest hoard of money at
any one place in the whole world. That'
is, the United States Treasury has in its
vaults more money than any other institu¬
tion in the whole world, and yet it baa
not more than one-fifth as much as tbe
workingmen of the country have deposited
in the savings banks.

NO DIVISION WHATEVER.
A number of comrades have written us

asking whether our advocacy of The Na¬
tional Tribune's service pension bill might
not militate against the adoption of tho
one proposed by the National Encampment.
This is groundless fear. The bills only
differ in detail, with the main principle
upon which we wish the comrades to unite.
The National Pension Committee has not
yet met to formulate the tyH ordered at
the National Encampment When it does,
it will be governed by the instructions of
the National Encampment, with the aid
of such lights As it can obtain. Among
these lights will be the expressions of the
comrades through The National Tribune
and otherwise, as to what kind of a bill
they want.

It is improbable that Congress will
pass, just as presented, the National En¬
campment bill or any other bill. It will
amend and modify any such bill.probably
very decidedly. Therefore, it is our policy,
and it is right, to ask for jnst such a bill
as we want We shall in the end take what
we can get, so we shall have lost nothing
by asking for the best. It will therefore
be seen that there is not the slightest dan¬
ger of division of sentiment in advocating
the two bilk, since they are both essen¬
tially the same. The agitation wHi serve
to solidify the sentiment of the veterans
upon the measure.

Pooh Colombia! She seems to be out
in the cold all around. Her agent was
ately refused admission to the meetings
of the Panama Co. in Paris, and when be
appealed to tbe courts, got no satisfac¬
tion.

.

One. Wktleb is going to explain w%y
he did not invade the United States during
the Spanish War. Possibly he had left
all his money at home in his other panta¬
loons, and couldn't take the steamer that
day*

It Wu. TL Hbabst is seriously in
*

line
for the Presidential nomination, he should
have another photograph taken. The oue
now given out to the press makes him look
as be probably will after the ballot is taken
which brings him to his feet to move that
the "vote be made unanimous" for tho
other man.

.

The Soldiers' Home at Johnson City,
Tenn., was opened for the reception ok in¬
mates Oct. 15, and thsrs are at this date
about 200 in the hospital. These greatly
desire reading matter, and as there are at
present no funds available for tbe purchase
of books, etc., tbe Heme will be glad to
receive contributions of books, ma<
newspapers, eta, from comrades redding
away from the Heme. They cut be aent
to Miss May P. Fuaoa, Matron of tbe
Hogpital, Soldiers' Washington Co.,

^

V*^T*IOHTelML IT Tn PubU*1
tome Hore Letters% from Home.Arrival or

h AfrOid Friend.
"If I am'to have anything left I have!

Kot to harry heme," declared Maria, aa she
laid down Manny's fetter. "That child will
break me upr in business. I never thought
to. put away my little trinkets.' and she
seems to have been making ducks and
drakes of my things. I could shake her
good.. She 8 lost the beads that Grandma
wore when she was a girl, and she
ffive them to Ma and Ma let me have
them when rhe. thought I was big enough
to take care of them. It is one of Mandy«*J
original productions, sure enough. Listen
gan:

lt to you>" and 90 be-

'D®ar and my new brother-in-law
?-isS Shorty, and Si and Annabel:

80, *,ad there ain't no more of
ybu cause then the most of my letter wbuld

1 hate writin' letters, but
Ala s&ys.it is my duty and I guess that is

<k-
0 1 don't like doing

duty things; do you?
"

I was so glad when Ma and Pa cot

h? and Ma 8hc "Tied and
ae blowed his nose and that is his wav of

;TE? m®st of the time. Ma she wafc afful
th« 1,

an S? H^andaIiaed to deth about
the house. The hens I set in the kitchen
had come off and you know little chickens
do make an afful muss, and there was a
httl Chester White pig that the mother
pig tried to kill and 1 brung it in, and it
. "» the wood box. Things was sum
' " j1p* * tried to sew carpet
rags one day, Ma left tbem for me to do

aud forP°1 to put them away
i 5i? anf1 pi* and littl chickens

scratched them into a afful snarl. You
lonf"IegKed booby that used

"vvii ruUDd you ^fore you saw

io« ? ri- Y married the other
Hho m 91U(ly j

^er folk* live out on
'd ^wood fera that has the worm

£ear ! . ? ^ *atf' aDd she Used to

Ved KCaUiker dress to the spellin
Ma she brung me a purty dress

hln^ILfJl6 ?kT* U hJ.**)* color of the
bluebells that grow in the damp nlases
down by the lake, and has a littfe Sit of
uiSin^ 5°iWer on ?. Xt '*» a» wool de¬
laine and I am to have it made real lone

tops with seven tucks in the
3EJ"* a «a»baldy waist with blue
ribbon run on the sleeves won't it be pret-
tj. l a he has gone over to Campbells
today to get Ma a settin of Turkey eggs
so wa can have turkey for Thanksgiviu.

r rM^8, that you had a scrumptus
weddin I wish I had been to it you ought

JratSl I could have beeu there.
1 1 . dy. wa* married in a blue
delaine trimmed with white satin bands it
was afful pretty I saw her at church. Say
Maria I am glad you didn't marry that
gander his neck could be tied in a knot
and then hed be taller than your Shorty.
O^school is M out and I am afful glad
but Ma she. does make me work dreadful
1 "ave herd tha£ growin girls ottent to be
made to wdfck vfcrry hard as it stouts the
groth 1 wrtfrt youd write to Ma and tell
her about ^ it. '.*' Philander Pillsbury he
comes to our house a lot now Ma says it is
to get a square meal be diddnt get a verry
nice wife I-thfek she likes to gad. Sh«!
to her Mas now over in Skunk holier
>.£ Say Mariana ymi cW homa you
bring me a roa&d comIt them neW one*
that have teeth just on tie sidert. I wisht
X could hav#, a new pare of high top shoes
with red totfssls on the front. Pa ne says
I am gettin^^ie ,and must be curbed but
I a he aint^ so, stern as he was before he
went to the Front. Say Maria what is the
fcronk Ilim ana Ma they talk about the
hospital where Si and Shorty and the oth¬
er toys was and about the canirf and the
boys that tfas^Wck and shot and what a
horrid place it most have been but they
was afful kind to you girts and Ma wasnt
they. Say Maria I need a new cloak
seem as I aint never bad none nohow and
I want a black silkvelvut one like my
sundav School teacher has got She mar¬
ried Jim Barton that afful rich 'old bach
you know the one that used to sit on the
front porch with you and make eyes at
you/ while you was a flirtin justJ afful
with Sim Miller and he diddnt have a *in-
gi sent of money neither I dont know what
made you like Sim because Jim Barton
he aiwais brung me candy and hickry
nuts and Sim never brung nothin. <Hfs
wife is real pretty and she wares the nicest
clothes (I means Jims wife tfpes Sim he
'aint got married) and she has V bright
blue silk Poplin that would stand its lone
and Ide like to have* one like that too.

" 'Ma says to tell you the Home News
but I dont know none the old valler cat
has got five kittens afld old 'Bose hes
dead lie cut his fool self on an old ax
run on it when he was chasin one of my
cats and it served him right dont you think
so. O say I most forgot that Cindy White
and her man are going to live in the house
where Annabels mother lived shes going
to have the postoffis pa says and can Mve
in the top rooms which is verry nice doni
you think so. I mean Annabels matter.
Say ^faria do they ware undiefslaeves
on girls like me in Washington fde lik?
to have some bat Ma she thinks it would
be fosterin overweening pride but I dont
know what overweening means and Ma
she f.ist says or hush when I askt her.
" 'Say Annabel did you ever tell Si about

that taller head of , a Josh Brown that
used to be aittin to you while Si was in
the war before you got married to him well
he was over to see us the other night and
he askt more fool questions about you if
yon was nappy and if you was as

pretty as ever and he asked me

to get him a lock of vour hair he said he
never would love anybody bat you and I
told him I thought he otter be ashamed
of hisself when you was a married wo¬

man just as fast as could be and that
you cuddent ever be anything to him any
more. I felt verry sorry for him and it
made my heart real sad to see hiin cry
but law he is such a softy I am glad that
'yon married Si Lasted of him Annabel and
I told him that you cooh} he nothing bat
a sister to him and Si wuiMeut let him
carry ft lock of his wile's hair round in
his poeket. I mean Joshes pocket and
wasnt'that right. »

" 'Bar Shorty Ma told me how the boys
make risgs oat of iorreJ roots and ijnrt
Httl peaces of silver in them and tnsy
are Mai prHtj and I want yon to bring

ifeggs ssr£or ^
M M3ay Mfttfttifl lost -eoe m> yo«r akates

so you migllt-winf me a pair ready for
next Wintir<JSkth Orinstead aay*I^am an
afful good hkMK and I want .0 km in
pitetk 1 aaere your bine bc^da to the
Isingin school » to Smith Petersea house
the other night and wa got to playing
hUnd, jMiULfrSC and Smith, he canght his
foot in the rug and refT over on m* and
I wttil, sprttwftig pi cotfiw and tbe nokt of
the^ockia cSiir caug|t the beedi.apd
some flew earn and some flew west and
aome flew ov* the Cuckoes nest I goes*
the moat of them did for I couidnt find
but about fedqsen of ihem again. Ma she
said 1 was^thsMarefessest girl she ever did
see bat now it wasnt my fault that Smith
Peters was born all feat, was it.
4"Ma she satfa that you looked real

sweet when yoif was marHsd Maria and
that it was a Providence that sent you a
weddin dress but I don'twe how that was
canae it dont aeem to me that Providence
has much to do with wMdipn you just fill
in lore and get married and where does
Providence get any chonst at you unless
It makes yon sorty when you have tried K
and you gat a .dtvocc* which I think is

***.*
¦Irb do'but MM

¦Maa
¦pantry anff
nmkh

rasa ocr Th* Nation**, fiiimf*
hard and I hope you will get it alright it i*
wrapped in your blue shambray dress the
one that has all the tucks-in it I aint
told Ma yet and I saved a peace of fruit
cake we had and sent yon that it was
what we had Christmas and was left over
you know and Ma said I might send that
she said it would keep, and I sent you ray
big candy heart.

.44 'pas sold the pigs and he got his price
for them he says and we are going to paper
the house on the inside and paint it on
the outside and Pa says he thinks we can
have a new fence.it -is going to bo a
picket fence just like Banker J®11"has to their house but Banker Davis i»
going to have to give up his Bank be

'PA he tbied to whitewash the

diddnt do things right somehow Pa saw I
cuddeat understand it but anyhow he isnt
rich any more because some of his coo-
tracts was rotten and Pa says it serves him
right because he was a professm member
of the church and nobody can serve God
and mammon for they are sure to hate
one. I read that to Ma and she was
shocked because I hadnt got it rjght but
Ime so tired I cant write it over and I
guess you will understand, so no more
from your loving littl sister and
1 j* nr Mandt KUXXr.

"'P. 8. Say Maria, aint I Miss Klegg
now I ought to be when I am the only
[daughter that aint married.

W(JfAJfDT
?P 8. I'm afful sorry I lost your

Maria Mandt.
"Just to think of that little baggapo

talking about being 'Miss Klegg. sa>o
Maria disgustedly as she laid the lette.
on the table. "She ought to ^ punishedI and sent to bed, thats what ought to hap-

1 the kid alonT Maria; shell
grow out of her airs just like you did,
remarked Si with a wink at Shorty,
was always tbinkin' about being K^njopand was mighty proud when Sam Wintei
called on you the first time you ever had a
beau and called you 'Miss Klegg.
Shorty, you ought to a-seen her, .1 r®ck®"
I'd be a laughin' yit, only I enlisted and
had to leave." '

,, m.Maria's cheeks were glowing, and she
was almost »*> tears when Shorty caiM to
her rescue. "Well, I'm hearin' about a lot
of galoots that I aint never hear about be¬
fore, and they most of them seem to have
l>een in love with Maria, but I mfthem, and I am sorry for them bemuse I
got her and they didn't so I am that much
ahead and no kick coming from me. As
fer Mandy, she shall have her laurel ring
and anything else I can get her she wants,
and if she grows into as prettyandsweeta
Miss Klegg ss my wife was, the more airs
ishe outs on the better.

.. ,At which sally Si subsided, and Maria
rewarded the- tall fellow, who was looking
at her with eyes of devouring love, with
a smile, then her mothers tetter to them.
*Mv deer Daughters and Sons.
"The Lord has delt kindly with your

Pa* and Me and we got Imme safe and
sound which I nearly never expected aftter
.11 that I seen of suffering and sorrow in
mat land S(W My heart h«a.b«n
more inclined than ever to prawe His
works since out deliverance, and yet your
Pa and I air rebellious over the taking
awav of our noble president. It is thelord's will T kno. but it seems to us as

though taere ought to have been some other
wav. He had trod the wine pre«* of afflic¬
tion and the gsapes of wrath had give him
hnlm for the healing of the peoples affile-tio£ so it may be that the infinite wisdomtta!?'took him away in the wuithoMus
triumph will help us to Ret thro ti" "'1®,
culties that uow beset us. but l am troubled
and sore afraid. The Lord is a present
help in time of trouble, as your Pa.andI**, irnn And we sco to the throne of Gra~e
night and morning for strength
which it seems to me I could not meteUnties of the day. Your Pa is not like
himself and he works too hard for a manlli i?£ Years I am. sure. He feels as thothe had lost a personal frend and be prays
for light in the darlnaess and a more »i^.cial manifestation of the Spirrit that be
[may *no his dooty.
Mr. Lincoln, but bis troubled face will al-

time I was a i****"?!bmnZ for M^ tad
It ta tmytng J"/

j.ther I[follow your Pa tmr iINbiW ijdust and dirt dl*o >S«row thanritsy
\mn btmT ton m tO>W«i. OM Mo UJW I

I carpet for the best dumber this smnmer!IsndMandy con just as well sew the mc*|I""Poor Mandy," said Maria in a half!
l.nrhiut aside, "tt is too bsd that sheSSRSt be a little jiri any lowr andto
[think ttat her breaMnHn mmrtJgj^rw*Iran! How I need to bate thm, wt aaairae^nt the discipline for my good I know.
Then she returned to the letter

«'I miss yon my child. Your Ma is get¬
ting an old woman, did yon kno that?^II turgor it so much as I do now when
your Pa is all broke up over Mr. Lincoln s
asasination and the rumatls and I have so
many more thing* to think of
to You have been a good daughter an«l
your Va and I haint iu^ as com^r^lewith you away. I hope that you and Will
nre coming home soon. BFe must let yenffi^SsO touT» you don't lire at home
where^sed ratber have you sow* can
*et used to the idea of being separated, u
is nacheral for girts to want bomes of thereI own and I aint one to object but my
deer your old mother
"Oh I wish, she woaldn t write tnar
i*,u Maria half aobbedaa she stoppedwinTawav the team that wool* come.iT^rSm^TprSd Ma just sa muchr%£Tdld.>5 wby.lfa tstka that

we ain't going to do that yet awhile, are
we Will7
"Now, Maria, ask me something easy,"

Will replied as he nervously twisted a
string from one of the parcels. "I don't
know what I'm going to do when I get oat
of the service.if-1-get-out-et~allwatch¬
ing Maria narrowly as he gave utterance
to the last sentence. She was aboat to
return to the letter, bat caught the hesi¬
tating words.
"Well for the land's sake WiU! 'If yon

get oat at all!' Why, haven't you had
enough of war life by this time to settle
down and live like white folks, as they say
down here? I should think you would
wsnt to get aWay from it all."

"Soldiering is about the only trade I
know anything about." he replied soberly.
"I aint going home to live off of the old
man and the Regular service offers some
advantages. There's going to be a lot of
fighting to do on the border with the blamed
Indians, and.I.well I had thought maybe
I'd just go along." .

"Oh, come off. Shorty," Si broke in,
looking up from the newspaper he had been
scanning. "We aint going into the Reg-
lars, and you know it. We're goi^; home
to become respectable citizens. Pap ex¬
pects us to stay with him till we air our¬
selves again, and by that time we will
find an onening. Go on, Maria, and finish

IIV, ASD fcUCH A MESS AS HE DID MAKE."
Mother's letter; Shorty's kinder got the
doldrums I reckon."

Maria picked up the letter in a half¬
hearted way, and began to hunt the place
where she had left off. She was startled
and worried. She had never thought about
the future at all, or if she had, it seemed
that the most natural thing would be to go
home to her mother and father again, and,
of course, that included her husband. In¬
deed, the marriage had come* so suddenly to
All that nobody bad stopped to think of the
future, and it was only .when Shorty saw
Maria surrounded by young women of her
own age. and skimming the surface of
society which she was admirably fitted to
grace, in his opinion, that he felt the
weight of the future pressing upon him.
He began to realize his'own unfitness for
her. He felt himself big and boorish and
awkward, and he knew that he was igno¬
rant and illiterate. His natural aptness
assisted him to imitate others, and he
could counterfeit graces which be felt he
had never possessed, but in his sonl there
was growing a desire to make something
of himself. Leaning forward with hiti el¬
bows on his knees and his head in his
hands, he listened to Maria as she finished
her mother's letter, and at the same time
took a mighty resolve to get into the run¬
ning somehow, and make of himself a man
fitted for a woman like Maria.

" 'I have set 20 hens since I got back,*
wrote Mrs. Klegg. 'but I haint got very
good settin stock I am afraid. I got some
fancy chickens to the fair last Fall and
they don't make good setters. There aint
uo hen like the common dnng hills for
settin and motherin their chickens.

" The white wash aint done very good
somehow. Pa he tried to put it on the
kitchin and such a mess as he did make.
I told him I'd rather he had let the walls
go as\hey was. I miss you when it comes
to whitewashing. Mandy and me man¬
aged to get some paint on the pantry floor
and I painted the strip around the carpet
in the sittin' room, but we didn't get it
done as well as you do it. It seems as
though I can't do nothing as well as you
used to do things. ¦. l
"'Deacon Haineses buried their little

girl last -week. Site fell into a well they
was diggin'. You remember the Briggses
that lived over to Skunk Holler, well fhey
was burned out last Thursday night, just
pure carlessness I know, they always was
so deadful shitless. Emmy Joneses brother
was brung home from Baltimore yester¬
day, and they.buried him over on the pine
ridge He was one that starved in An¬
dersonville so long and he cuddent get
well. I feel so sorry for the Joneses for
they built a good deal on Abijah. The
Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away,
blessed be the name of the Lord. The
poor boy wouldn't have had no health
never no fcow. so it is just as weU that he
was took. We ain't made no flower beds
yet this year. My back is that lame when
I stoop over diggin that I can't do k no
more, and Mandy she is that indifferent
that I can't make her get at it. Maybe
you and Annabel will be home by the time
to plant flower seeds, and you can make
Si and Sh6rty do the spadin. Tou must
make them boys begin right. Si has al¬
ways been loader masterful and done just
the things he wanted to do. bat maybe he
will bo more beholden to bis wife. Anna¬
bel wants to lay down the law to him
like I did to your Pa."*

, .At this sally <of Mrs. Klegg s Si sent up
a mighty shout and Maria and Annabel
laughed too. It wag really very fuany for
Mrs. Klegg was not the kind of woman
to lay down the law to anybody. "Ma lay
down the law to Pap," said Si. the tears
of merriment rolling down hie cheeks.
"Annabel, Just yon copy Ma and I'U never
Immso no trouble with yon. Pap just
nachorally always did the things that Ma
wanted Wn to. that's all there was to
that, and I hope I will be gentleman
enough to my emu wife to do the same/'
he wound up soberly.

"I am sure of that. Si," returned An¬
nabel as she snuggled her hand into Si's
big paw*

1 "Now where was 17* said Maria as she
picked up theMetter again. "(Ml, yes, 'like
I did to your Pa, and then she will never
have any trouble. Si is a good boy. if
J do say it as ehuddent, but he needs
hold in' in.
" 'I don't like to think about your be¬

ing there in Washington all alone, and
there are so many snares for the nnwary.
Tour Pa and I think that you ought tn
hunt np some good Baptist Church and
go reglpr. yon are so much lees liable to
get into forbidden paths when the church
has yon in its embrace and it will mske
you feel more to home. I am bleeehin*
some cotton to make sheets for the spare
room. . Mandy took three of my beet to
wrap up some half frose pigs ia while I
was gone, and then she tbrowed them in
the boiler where there was some damp
and they are all Iron rust I cuddent
never think of entertainin' Elder Roswelt
on such sheets ae them, and we put upsome new curtains in the company bed¬
room. They are rent pretty I think, bright
green paper with big red roses onto them.
Yonr Pa bought a pretty wax wreath ini
a {tasrune at auction the other day for
Mandy. Cindy Maud Gales made it that
Winter she died with consumption, rem

.

remember, sad she cuddent do nothing
?tr i01** '* <pin' weat dear out
to Kaoaaa, they say, but dear me, I don't

w«ot to co off there for.
JFboy II all be wexlped by bowling Indians,
SIS"',,.*"5 to tb# wr«»tb as it
would all get broke up on the trip they

iV *ixi Mil Gales
j5S-*^f? «*ther we bad it than.auy-
J**|y as Cindy felt kind of near to us. It
£5^^PWttV,,tta' 0B th* P*rk>rSn!£l^ «i?l,L Wl m cbina ?**» jourm5u K4?5 nf you you was a
"ttie lnt of a girl, Maria.
h.* r*' 1 haTe wrote you a long letter
l7.l y"».*Wy to you when I am writ-

J" iPjL'f 2 mlch " 'on* ^«y« from hw
io Washington. Give my lore to 8i and

,.d Will «>d com. borne ..
lour *'. .T* to tell ran be

««a»nch you to the Oil- of Uiiu wko

^IVSLT".* .od - * 1 -»

KudST111 7°°r M*' Amakdt Maria

. '2?* . beginning to put on frills." de-
r

*8 Maria conclude. **I had
Phim forgot that you and Msndy was

n^JvL 51*' and I nev*r knew her to
~ilame W(MV- "Ws a let-

Lr/oTkn^V^" wntun jus' "fter
"Ob wait a minute," exclaimed Maria,

"wav i£2?^ Up th* ****** to Md il
u .Uere 18 a Postscript.oh yes. it's
!$2£ 0,6 V^k 1 bare sent you Jmi

38 1 promi8(H3- Annabel * mother
T /?!, T "" M 1 ** home, and we

if^lLra^°nt !J? fhin** yo,,de n#,ed- ^
\\WnL 8<*tin w«. down there iu
Washington we thought yonde mostlr
^ fi! u

so I put in your nink

s£ri«£S <,haiubra.T- *nd that pink
?£7i£t yOU K°T or*r to the corners

J. «

^ 00,110 a year- an<i ,h« white
«.

Tou to wear to Marv Ellen
SUoamm wedding infare last Summer,and all your white skirts, and them lace
»***% TV?' land the whft* «*>«« ones,
and that black silk mantle that was your
now

*.ndmoUier8 *nd that is in fashion
Jhst' I ^/Te-.WllU/ wtto,s «to<'kinfrstsat I hare knit in fancy stitch siree I
came home, they won't wear into ^>los
in«fqUJ aJJ, *}* °,ds OTI<* which will do
just as well for you to wear round theWe when you get back. Annabel's

bro"*ht °ver a lot of her tbings,
all in\n! " i.um* t**1*0* them

in but we did Mandy she put in
»oroe thing*, but I don't know what, some

nK'kon- 50 no from

iolero&d'bT'iaa?11 8'' but "** a*lln
"I declare. Ma must be getting in her

dotage. Here s another postscript awar
down in the coraer.the ink is so pale I
can t hardly make it out. 'We checked*.
'Weerch^k^1,at 0VTtb» xt< anyway?
we checked.your'.trunk must be the

° . but I can't make it out 'and
sent it by Jim Waldron who lires orer on
four-mile run you remember, be'.now
what is that next word? 'He w^e-n-t to
i\-^ h-i-n-g .oh, yea, 'be went toW ashington to look after his Uncle who
i« in a hospital there and said'.now what
dld,he I can't make <mt a singleJ****' mnRt hare been mighty
-nirce, and of course, the ink was froee
SS2r »« dEHLe5Vr*^Ma didn#t
wSn ia here ls the

.J .
ant to know- 'he said that he

would stop at the National tavern, and
f^o-r y-o-u to call there for th*--*!,^ check.T*he key is sent by the maiL* "

J* ZZ' ^ ywi, and Wni *° right down
and see about that trunk as soon as w<i
hare heanl Pa's other letter. Prom whatMandy says things will be in a mess I
a* afraid, and maybe Jim Waldron alnl
Uiere by now. This letter was wrote two
weeks ago, you see. My, what a moss it

he Jf he has gone back home and tak¬
en the check. We never can get the
trunk, can we. Will?"
JS iJ. w.OD,t ** *»o easy job. I reckon,
but «e 11 find a way; go ahead, 8i, with
the Deacon s letter, so's we can go rigtit
down and see about the trunk.hold on a
minute, there's the Adjutant! Reckon he
has come for Aunt Minerva Ann."

Let s go and tell her, Maria," sug¬
gested Annabel, so the two t^ent to the
basement, nod 8i and Shorty to the door.
lUe Adjutant would not come in airain
but wanted to get Aunt Minerva Ann'
**arte? home. He congratulated Maria
and Annabel on their improved appear¬
ance since their homesickness had disap¬
peared on the receipt of home news, and
making them promise that they would
dine with him soon, lifted his cap, and
walked briskly away, after putting the old
lady in a cab and directing it to go to his
residence.
They had just gotten back and picked

np their letters, when Si glancing out of
the window, said:

There s a man out there looking for
some place." On the sidewalk was a tall,
slender yonng man. studying the dim
number over the door, and reaching in his
pocket for a memorandum with which to

J compare it. The man wore a shiny, new
Kiik hat. a straight-cut coat of black
broadcloth, a-standing collar and a white
tle* Jpantaloons were black doeskin,
<*nd his boots neatly polished. On his left
hand was a black kid glove. His features

I were regular and refitted, his eyes larre
and gentle. His face was clean-shaven.

I tne upperpart showed the tan of long ex-
Iposure to the weather, but the lower part,
the cheeks and jaws, from which apparent¬
ly a heavy suit of whiskers had been but

I lately removed, were as white and smooth
I as a woman's. There was something very
quiet, gentle and attractive about him,
^'ith, at the same time, an unmistakable
suggestion of firmness and strength,

Apparently h» inspection of the mem¬
orandum satisfied him, for he entered the
yard, stepped up on the portico, and rang
the bell. Si and Shorty ceased to notice
him. for the letters were too engrossing
u ^^ants Klegg and Elliott of
the 200th Indiana Volunteer Infantry,
stopping here, Aunty?" he asked in a
voice of musical sweetness, of Araminta

J Amelia, who opened the door.
I "No sich pussons hear, 'tall.deed dev
isn't," answered Araminta, with decided
severity, trying to close the door in his
face. The mention of the boys' regiment

I alarmed ber. Her life in Washington had
I been more or less of a struggle with the
j provost guard, whom she bad come to re-
I gard as her natural enemies, and those of
{all soldiers. Ever since the boys bad
come into the house »he had expected
that the provost-guards would be after

I them, and she had the instinct of her race
I to protect them. The man who produced
a paper from his pocket, read k, and then
inquired for men belonging to a certain
regiment could be no other than an emis¬
sary.probably a detective from provost
headquarters. "No, aah. No aojers heah,
sah." and she tried to shove the door to.

"Bat, Aunty'*.protested the stranger,
setting his foot out to bold the door ^>pen.
"Go 'way," commanded Araminta, with

rising anger. "Don't call me yo' Aunty,
w bo aunty. I'ae yo' ekil. Go ¦'way, I
tell yo."
Hi# persistence made her more certain

than ever that he was a hated provget de¬
tective.

"Say, Madam, yon must be miatakan,"
persisted the stranger, holding the door

| open. 'T« slawsst sure they're
hare," and he looked again at his memoran¬
dum. "This is the number I got from"
~I done tell yo' dey ain't heah," reiter¬

ated the negress, putting %er stout shoul¬
der against the door. "Dar's no aojers in
heah. Run, boys; run/' she shouted to the
sitting-room. "Skeet oat de back way.
De provo's is arter yon."
"What in the world's the matter with

Araminta Amelia?" asked 81, hearing the
afcout, and rising to go to the door. "Is
she having trouble with a tramp?"
He stepped out into the bail, followed

by 8horty. "Hello, Sergeant," called the
stranger, catching sight of tbem through
the opening. "I've just come to aeTyou,
but this female contraband won't let mt
in."

"Skeet oat boys. I kin hold him tin
yo git over de back fence," pasted
Araminta, pnflng with the exertion.*<Wbeio Kp."«"

^ ShortT-

..AramiBt* retired, (celiac flat
the boys destritction was now on their
own heads. She had done all aha could
to aava them. '^T'

-,-vf IIJn


